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Published: Friday, April 3, 1992
March 23: Roque Aguilar, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) spokesperson in
Cabanas department, reported unauthorized fly-bys by unidentified aircraft for the past two weeks
over rebel camps in Cabanas. According to Aguilar, the Salvadoran air force was responsible. The
incidents, said the FMLN leader, have been reported to the UN mission (ONUSAL). Within one
exception, Aguilar said, concentration of rebel forces in specially designated areas in Cabanas
department has been completed. The spokesperson stated that the National Guard post in
Tejutepeque, Cabanas, scheduled for shutdown March 1, continues in operation. In addition,
heavily armed National Guard have launched night patrols in Cojutepeque, Cabanas. President
Alfredo Cristiani announced the establishment of a special commission to evaluate means to cope
with the escalation of common crime. Commission members include Presidency Minister Oscar
Santamaria, Interior Minister Juan Antonio Martinez, and Justice Minister Rene Hernandez. Next,
Cristiani indicated that the concentration of rebel combatants in 15 designated camps was 80%
complete. March 24: Armed forces assistant chief of staff Gen. Mauricio Vargas said the government
was evaluating the possibility of expanding the National Police force in order to combat crime.
In the meantime, he said, National Police presence had been beefed up in all the nation's cities.
Vargas called for legislation to increase prison terms as a deterrent to crime. March 26: National
Civil Police (PNC) coordinator Ernesto Arbizu said admission exams for the PNC training academy
would get underway in late March. Training will begin May 1, and graduation of the first 300
cadets is scheduled for October. Another 300 would graduate every month thereafter. Arbizu said
the barracks currently occupied by the Bracamonte Battalion in Comalapa, La Paz department,
would serve as PNC headquarters. The new police force will also take over the former police
training center in Santa Tecla, 12 km. west of the capital. Enrique Argumedo, Guillermo Avila,
Oscar Castro Araujo and Matias Romero were invested as PNC academic council members by
President Cristiani. Another four are to be sworn in at a later date. (The peace accords specified
Feb. 18 as the deadline for establishing the academic council.) Legislative Assembly members
rejected a motion calling on Foreign Minister Manuel Pacas to appear before the congress to explain
the controversy surrounding UN human rights expert Rodolfo Mattarollo. (See CAU 03/27/92 for
coverage of Mattarollo case.) March 27: ONUSAL director Iqbal Riza and FMLN and government
representatives commenced talks aimed at seeking solutions to difficulties in meeting peace
accord deadlines. FMLN spokesperson Octavio Martinez said that during the first round of talks,
participants agreed to follow suggestions regarding land tenure issues offered last week by UN
envoy Marrack Goulding. Next, Martinez indicated that the government had proposed May 31 as
a final deadline for concentration of all rebel combatants and government security forces in special
"zones." The FMLN, he said, favors an earlier date. Deputy defense minister Juan Orlando Zepeda
said that half of the 7,000 National Guard and Treasury Police officers are to be retired or dismissed.
The remaining troops, he added, will be confined to the special zones or camps. March 30: The
National Peace Commission's (COPAZ) special agrarian subcommittee opened an office in San
Salvador. The subcommittee will be responsible for compiling data on current land use and tenure,
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and proposing measures to resolve land tenure issues. Agrarian commission members include
government representative Eduardo Barrientos, and FMLN representative Eduardo Sancho. March
31: PNC coordinator Arbizu told reporters that the new force would attempt to maintain one-toone parity in the ranks between former rebel combatants and National Police officers. He added
that most of the PNC recruits will be persons who did not participate as combatants in the civil war.
(Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 03/23/92, 03/24/92, 03/26/92; Notimex, 03/27/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 03/24/92, 03/26/92, 03/27/92, 03/30/92,
03/31/92)

-- End --
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